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The Skolkovo (SK) initiative unites five technology clusters: Energy, IT, Biomedical, Space and Nuclear which together reflect the five modernization priorities of the Russian state.

The vision of the Skolkovo Biomedical cluster is to create a biotechnology and medical technology ecosystem (BMT) which will enable cutting edge scientific research as well as drug and medical equipment development and will establish Russia as a global life sciences hub. 
To achieve this ambitious goal BMT offers an array of services to its members such as:
· Training and educational programs, 
· An excellent infrastructure link for Centers for Shared Facilities (CSF), Centers of Excellence, R&D Centers and key partners , 
· A community of BMT residents (project companies and Association of biomedical and pharmaceutical clusters), 
· Institutes of commercialization (business incubators, venture capital funds, strategic industrial investors, institutional partners and experts) and lastly,
· A committed regulatory environment. 
BMT encompasses four strategic pillars in the fields of clinical medicine and healthcare, biomedical and life sciences, bio-informatics and industrial biotechnology. Priorities within these fields have been chosen after careful evaluation of feasibility and attractiveness in order to accommodate both the capabilities of Skolkovo and the needs of the global market. 
Clinical Medicine and Healthcare
The major goal of this area is the development, implementation and commercialization of Russian technologies and transfer of medical technologies from abroad. The focus will be on: new healthcare methods and technologies targeting the “big killers”, IT in clinical medicine, Medtech as well as personalized, preventive and nuclear medicine. 
Three centers will investigate new cell technologies in regenerative medicine, develop new therapeutic vaccines and immunotherapeutics and conduct research in the area of gene therapy. Based on the existing structures and the promising project pipeline first pre-clinical trials are expected to result from these initiatives.
The focus in the area of preventive medicine is the development of new vaccines and screening methods where a very high ratio in return on investment can be expected. Strong global demand in neurosciences and virtual reality will be the driver of IT in clinical medicine. 
The areas of preventive medicine, IT in clinical medicine, development of medical equipment and devices are tackled by ten project companies.
The identification of clinical biomarkers, new biochips, companion diagnostics new proton, neutron and other radiotherapies are the main aims within the personalized and nuclear medicine unit. Research is conducted in three specialized centers within three major projects.
Biomedicine and Life sciences

The key objective in this category is the successful transition of new pharmaceuticals, drug delivery systems and molecular diagnostics from the stage of development to the stage of medicine production. Furthermore, the independence of the Russian pharmaceutical industry should be warranted. Twenty projects in six centers and three companies are dedicated to this work.

Bio-Informatics
The development of infrastructure and new computing techniques, as well as knowledge management and planning of biological and clinical experiments are the major goals of this foresight. High throughput data analysis, computer aided drug design, image analysis and research in the area of systems biology are the core elements in this category. Computer-aided drug design will be used for virtual screening techniques, lead-optimization and modeling of biomolecular structures. Systems biology will investigate molecular biomarkers, pathways and network modeling as well as virtual organisms. Four centers are engaged in these research areas.
Industrial biotechnology
The major goals of the industrial biotechnology foresight are advances in the production of medicines, bioremediation and biodegradation and development of waste processing technologies. The modernization of waste control and remediation as well as the need to comply with worldwide regulations regarding the eco-matters is one of the top governmental priorities. The green-tech modernization of industrial production is key for Russia’s intent to accelerate its entry into the world trade organization (WTO). In total six projects and one center are dedicated to the modernization of waste control and remediation.
Cluster Cooperations
The BMT cluster network is supported by several cooperations within the Russian federation in particular by the ministry of health and social development, the ministry of industry and trade and the ministry of economic development. Furthermore, cooperations with industrial partners like RVC, RUSNANO and EMBL as well as partnerships with regional biomedicine and biopharmaceutical clusters e.g. the biopharmcluster Severny and the Ural- and the Kalugsky pharmcluster are established. 
